
Government/ Economics CP – 2021- 2022
South Florence High School

Mr. Scott – escott@fsd1.org
Instructor’s Schedule – Room M10:

1st Period…Planning 2nd Period…Government/Economics H
3rd Period… Government/ Economics CP 4th Period…Government/ Economics H

Welcome to Government and Economics! This is a one-semester course. A passing grade in this course is required for graduation.
This syllabus sets out expectations and requirements for this course to help ensure your success. Students are encouraged to
participate in class discussions and make the most out of this learning experience. You will take a lot of notes and have a lot of
discussion in this class so prepare yourself daily and you’ll have success; wait until it’s too late to study, don’t pay attention, think you
can get by without listening or taking notes and problems will mount, possibly keeping you from graduating.

Course Description: The goal of this course is to sharpen students’ critical thinking and analytical skills in regard to the structure of
US Federal Government, SC State Government, and Local Government. The course will focus on the operation of major American
institutions such as the presidency and the offices of the executive branch, the Supreme Court and lower courts, and the American
Congress. Students will also study the functions of the bureaucracy, roles of political parties, actions of interest and advocacy groups,
and the impact of mass media.

The course will also discuss civil liberties, civil rights, civil responsibilities, and public policies: The American economic system and
financial literacy. We will focus on economic principles with an emphasis on the efficient allocation of resources through the market
forces of supply and demand. Students will study the principles of economics involving the production, consumption, and
distribution of wealth in a market economy that is manipulated by governmental policies. In the area of financial literacy, students
will also be asked to study banking and financial institutions, credit card and credit management, and stock and bond markets.
Through class activities and projects, this course will prepare the college bound student for college courses with reading skills, study
skills, and technology skills.

Course Expectations:
The course curriculum is taught in the traditional lecture, research, work format, with responsibility placed on the student for work
needing to be completed, preparing the college-bound student for more specialized courses.

Textbook and other materials:
Online Textbook
Notebook or 3-ring binder with loose-leaf paper
Pens (blue or black ink) or Pencils

Course Outline:
1st 9 Weeks (Government) 2nd 9 Weeks (Economics)
Foundations of Government Introduction to Economics
Foundations of American Democracy Supply and Demand
The Constitution and the Role of Federalism The Role of Markets
Branches of Government (Local, State, Federal) Fiscal Policy and Government Intervention in the
The Role of American Citizen Globalization
Civil Rights and Civil Liberties Banking, Federal Reserve, and Monetary Policy

Personal Finance

Grading Procedures:
Major Grades Assessments (Projects/ Tests) 40%
Minor Assignments (Quizzes) 25%
Daily Grades (Classwork/Homework)                15%
Exams (Final Exam) 20%
SC Uniform Grading Scale:A = 90-100 B = 80-89 C = 70-79 D = 60-69 F = 59 or below

Classroom Behavior Policy:
In order to have an optimal learning environment, it is imperative that the students and the teacher follow the rules and procedures
with expectations of Perseverance, Respect, Integrity, Dependability, and Excellence. During the first week of school, we will work
together to discuss and develop appropriate classroom behavior expectations.



Yes, I am aware that school policy allows you to have a smartphone or cell phone on your person. NO, you may not use it
during my class unless permitted by the teacher. If you’re more concerned with your phone during class than what’s going
on in it, you should reconsider your priorities.

Daily Routines: Students are expected to enter the classroom before the tardy bell and immediately organize their materials for the
day’s instruction.  Complete the bell ringer on the board for any work that is to be started immediately. Any homework assignments
due that day are to be turned in to the tray located at the front of the classroom before class begins.

Tardy Policy
Tardies are cumulative rather than each scheduled period independent of the other. (Includes late to school and late to class).
Acceptable Excuses for Tardiness

• A signed note from medical, court, law enforcement, or other authority indicating
the reason for the pupil's tardiness.

• Accidents that can be documented by the principal, including any police report or
witness, if available.

• Malfunctioning automobiles directly causes the tardiness with documentation to the principal's satisfaction; any frequent
use of this excuse for tardiness might result in the student being advised to secure more dependable transportation.

Unacceptable Excuses for Tardiness
• Oversleeping
• Missing the school bus (unless the school bus departed from its regular schedule)
• Arriving late due to dependence on another person (parent, student, or anyone else).
• Walking to school
• Being held up in traffic
• Trouble with a vehicle that could have been anticipated and controlled (example: insufficient gas).

Classroom Rules and Procedures and Rules:
1) Be respectful of your classmates and your teacher.
2) Come to class prepared and with all your materials every day.
3) Do not disrupt the class at any time.
4) Raise your hand before speaking, otherwise remain quiet.
5) Arrive on time and be in your seat before the late bell rings.

Extra help & Make-up policy:
Tutoring is available prior to the start of school by appointment. While this help is available, it is ultimately your responsibility to
prepare for all assessments and to pay attention in class. I can explain things to you, but I cannot understand them for you. Grades
are posted online in a timely fashion and parents, as well as yourself, have access to these.   I will note on all progress reports and
report cards that you are in danger of failing for any grade below 59.  Thus on a regular basis in class, as you receive graded work,
and officially through our report card system and online notifications, you will have an accurate representation of your grade and the
areas in which you need to seek help or in which you need to review on your own.

Test corrections will be available to those who wish to improve upon 1) their understanding of the course material and 2) their
grade. Students will be able to earn full credit. This opportunity will only be available within 5 school days of the student receiving
the graded test back. Also, the corrections must be completed in the presence of a teacher before school (by appointment only).

Missing work is your responsibility. Students with excused absences will have five school days to make up homework, quizzes, or
tests. However, a zero (0) will be placed in the gradebook until the missing assignment has been completed. Make up work will be
available in the cabinet marked make up work or in google classroom.

Modes of parental communication: Email is the primary method of communication. Phone calls and conferences will be used as
needed for parent contact.  Quarterly report cards will be issued.  Parents are encouraged to follow student progress online, as
grades will be uploaded.
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Parent Contact Form

Parent/Guardian Name(s)
_________________________
_________________________
Email address (es)
_________________________
_________________________
Daytime Phone Number(s)/Name
_______________________________________
_______________________________________
Preferred method of contact
Phone ___
Email ___

Please sign below, indicating that one or more parents or guardians have read the preceding syllabus and are aware of my classroom
rules, consequences, and grading policies.

Parent/Guardian Signature(s):

___________________________________________________________________ Date:_________________________

___________________________________________________________________

Student Acknowledgement and honor statement: By signing this the student acknowledges that the student has read over the
syllabus and understands the expectations of classroom behavior, coursework, procedures, and school guidelines.

I ___________________________, will not cheat or plagiarize on any assignment, and or major assessment while participating in Mr.
Scott’s class. By signing my name in the box above I also acknowledge and know that the consequence for cheating or plagiarizing is
an automatic 0 on the assignment.


